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thorities cited. The author sometimes of-
fers thirty or forty lines to illustrate words
which every man, woman, and child under-
stands as well as Johnson. Thirty-five lines
of exemplification tinder the word froth, for
example, are just as useless in explaining
the word as would be the same number of
lines from the language of the Six Nations."
His final charge rests on the inaccuracy
of the etymology. " As this has been gen-
erally considered the least important part
of a dictionary the subject has been little
investigated, and is very imperfectly under-
stood, even by men of science. Johnson
scarcely entered the threshold of the sub-
ject. He consulted chiefly Junius and
Skinner; the latter of whom was not pos-
sessed of learning adequate to the investiga-
tion, and Junius, like Vossius, Scaliger, and
most other etymologists on the Continent,
labored to deduce all languages from the
Greek. Hence these authors neglected the
principal sources of information, which were
to be found only in the north of Europe, and
in the west of Ireland and Scotland. In
another particular they all failed of success;
they never discovered some of the principal